SUGGESTED HOME GROUP DISCUSSION STARTERS

For week beginning Sunday 9th March 2008
This week we looked at Romans 5:12-19 and after an introduction related to the grace of God we turned to the issue of what the Bible calls ‘Justification.’ 

It was said that many Christian’s lives bore a remarkable resemblance to an entertaining plate-spinner, trying to please the Lord by an endless series of efforts and activities. But this only ever results in failure, defeat and cynicism.  The real problem was that most of us rely on our feelings which are generated by our successes or failures. When we perform pretty well, we feel OK with God and are able to receive his love, assurance and acceptance. But when we fail to maintain our good works of, say, prayer, Bible reading and witnessing, or fall into occasional or recurrent  sin, we feel unloved, as if God doesn’t want to fellowship with us and unaccepted as children of God.

Tony said he felt that there were two problems with this common experience (which can be described as a tendency to legalism). 

1. There is a lack of understanding of what we call ‘justifying grace.’

2. There is confusion between justification and sanctification.

We then majored on the meaning of ‘Justification’ as recorded in the early chapters of Romans. What a great subject! Justification is the opposite to condemnation. It is the act of God, by which he pardons all the sins of those who believe in Christ, and accounts, accepts, and treats them as righteous in the eye of the law as if they had met all its demands. In justification God acquits the sinner, forgives him and credits to him the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ which, forever, satisfies the law.

This is the fundamental basis on which deals with his children. We are justified. We are acquitted. We are forgiven. We are accepted and we possess the righteousness of Jesus Chrust as if it were our own. How cool is that?

Discussion starters:

1. How did God speak to you through this message?

2. Do you relate to the ‘plate-spinner’ comparison? ie do you feel God isn’t with you when you do bad or is more with you when you are behaving yourself? Do you ever feel ‘in the dog-house’ with God? Is there perhaps a smidgeon of ‘legalism’ in your life? Do you try to ‘smuggle character’ into his work of grace. Or feel you only remain justified so long as there are grounds in your character for that justification? Discuss. 

3. What can we do to live in the good of ‘justification’ more than we do? How can we maintain our confidence in our position as having received Christ’s righteousness?

